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AMENDMENTS TQ TOE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the appUcation: 
Claims 1-20 (Canceled) 

Claim 21 (Currcnlly Amended) A method of lowering the salt content of so il, said 
method compri.siiig; 

a) cultivating tho non noturally ooouniag a transeemc plant ^€lfl»4 comnrisine a 
T^mhinnnt nucleic add encoding a vacnolar VlB^ r O^ transfiorter jg the soi l, wheidn the soil has an 
initial electri cal eonductivitvi and ] 

b) luorvestii^ the a an - nflturnHy - occnirin g jyisngg^^plants-aad 
0) I'omo^'ing th e non natomlly ocomring plant 

Claim 22 (Cuirently Amended) The method of claim 21^ wherem the initial electrical 
conductlviiy of Ha soil is at least 20 dS/M. 

Claim 23 ^ew) The method of claim 21, wherein the recombinant nvicleic acid 
encoding a vacuolar NaVH^ transporter is selected from the group consisting of5 

(a) a nucleic acid molecule of SEQ ID NO: 1 ; 

(b) a nucleic acid molecule encoding the same amino acid sequence as encoded by the 
nucleotide sequence of (a); 

(c) a nucleic add molecule that hybridizes to the complement of the sequence set forth 
in SEQ ID NO: 1 under highly stringent conditions that inchide at least one wash in 0. Ix SSC, 0.1% 
SDS, at 65° C for tfair^ minutes; and 

(d) a nndeic acid molecule that hybridizes to the complemoit of the sequence set forth 
in SEQ ID NO:l under modesrately stringent conditions that includes at least one wash in 0. Ix SSC, 
0.1% SDS, at 50* C for thirty minutes. 
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Cldm 24 (New) The method of claim 21, whefein the recombinant nucleic add 
e!W»dmg a vacuolar Na*/H*transix)rta is anucleicad^ • 

Claim 25 (New) The method of claim 21, vibssem the recomWnsQt nudeic acid 
eoooding a vacuolar Na*/H* transporter is a micldc acid molecule encoding the same amino add 
sequence as encoded by the nucleotide sequence of SEQ E) NO: L 

i 

Claim 26 (New) The method of daim 21, wlieflein therecomhinant nucldc add 
encoding a vacuolar Na W transporter is a nucldc add molecule that hybridizes to. the complement 
of llic sequence set forth in SEQ ID N0;1 under highly stringent conditions that include at least one 
wash in 0.1x 8SC, 0.1% SDS, at 65" C for thirty mlmites. 

Claim 27 ^ew) The method of claim 21, wherdn the recombinant nucleic acid 
encoding a vacuolar Na'VH*' tiansportei is a nucleic acid mdlecule that hybridizes to the complement 
of the sequence set forth in SEQ ID N0:1 under moderately stringent conditions that includes at 
least one wash in O.lx SSC, 0.1% SDS, at 50* C for thirty minutes.. 

Claim 28 (New) The method of claim 2 1 , wherein the transgenic plant further 
comprises a second recombinant nucleic add operably linked to the recombinant nucleic acid 
encoding a vacuolar tia^/lt transporter, wherdn the second recombinant nucldc add con^aises a 
plant promoter. 

Claim29 (New) The method of claim 28, wlierdn the plant promote is the 3 5S 
ptomotct. 

Claim 30 (New) The method of daim 28, wherdn- the plant promoter is die CaMV 
promote. 
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daim 31 ^ew) The method of claim 21, v(Aerem the transg^nc plant Is canola or 
safflower. 

Claim 32 (New) The method of claim 3 1 , wiierain the transgenic plant is canola. 

Claim 33 (New) The method of claim 31, wherein Ihelransgeaio plant is safflower. 
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